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ARCHAEOLOGICAL  RECONNAISSANCE  OF  JUNEAU 

COUNTY 


Introduction 


Jimeau  County,  in  central  Wisconsin,  is  a  center  in  several 
aspects.  Near  the  geographical  center  of  the  state  it  is  also 
in  the  broad  central  valley  of  the  Wisconsin  and  in  that  weird 
portion  of  the  Driftless  Area  where  the  castellated  sandstone 
buttes  stand  like  huge  watch  towers  scattered  over  the  flat  sand 
plain.  Its  geologic  features  furnish  very  cogent  explanation 
for  its  unusual  richness  in  archaeological  remains. 

Its  area  is  within  the  broad  belt  of  Potsdam  sandstone  that 
encircles  the  nucleus  of  crystalline  rock  that  forms  the  Arch- 
aean highlands  of  north  Wisconsin.  On  the  west  and  southwest 
the  high  plateau,  the  cut  and  jagged  remnant  of  the  old  pene- 
plain thrusts  long  .fingers  and  dendritic  cut  tablelands  out  to- 
ward the  river  valley  while  in  the  fresh  peneplain  that  covers 
the  north  and  east  portions  of  the  county  the  branches  of  the 
Wisconsin  and  their  tributaries  are  cutting  a  new  dendritic 
pattern  in  the  level  terrace. 

The  erosion  of  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  feet  of  over- 
lying rock  beds  has  left  some  very  significant  traces  on  the 
present  surface  and  had  much  to  do  with  making  the  Indian 
paradise.  The  level  sand  terrace  that  fills  the  wide  valley  of 
the  Wisconsin  from  the  fringing  overwash  apron  of  the  Kettle 
Moraine  on  the  east  to  the  jagged  border  of  the  old  peneplain 
on  the  west  marks  the  epoch  of  erosion  when  the  old  channel 
of  the  Wisconsin  was  dammed  by  the  drift  invasion  of  the  lat- 
est glacial  epoch. 

Over  much  of  the  area  previously  cut  by  the  second  stage 
of  erosion  the  lake  surface  extended  leaving  heavy  clay  de- 
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posits  in  the  deeper  valleys  and  giving  to  much  of  the  present 
surface  its  substratum  of  clay.  This  levelling  up  of  the  sur- 
face was  recent  and  the  change  of  surface  altitude  so  slow 
that  the  present  streams  and  their  tributaries  have  done  lit- 
tle more  than  to  cut  flood  channels  in  the  terrace  plain  and 
these  in  times  of  very  high  water  have  been  known  to  overflow 
and  intercommunicate  with  one  another  making  of  broad 
marsh  areas  a  series  of  interconnected  lakes. 

This  physiographic  condition  has  made  of  the  region  two 
types  of  surface  configuration  very  favorable  for  Indian  oc- 
cupancy. The  first  is  the  broad  marsh  surface  where  the  de- 
fective drainage  has  retained  favorable  conditions  for  fur 
bearing  aquatic  animals  and  the  second,  the  drier  terrace  plain 
cut  by  the  broad  slough  drained  by  the  many  creeks  and  trib- 
utary streams,  is  fitted  to  sustain  the  more  varied  life  of  fish, 
fowl  and  wild  animals. 

One  from  our  own  more  rolling  country  is  hardly  prepared 
to  find  these  so  numerous.  On  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Kildare  Township  near  the  Wisconsin  River,  six 
creeks  with  their  broad  marsh  bottoms  cut  the  arable  area  into 
shreds  and  patches  and  make  their  cultivation  a  seasonal  con- 
test between  flood  and  drouth. 

This  interrelation  between  arable  and  marsh  land  is  made 
doubly  significant  by  the  habitancy  of  the  wild  life  itself. 
These  streams  were  the  natural  haunts  of  the  beaver.  Their 
dams  are  among  the  most  interesting  structures  in  these 
areas.  Hundreds  of  them  may  be  traced  across  the  marsh 
bottoms,  some  of  them  running  for  many  rods  over  fields  now 
cultivated.  One  may  easily  conceive  conditions  existing  when 
this  land  was  in  undisturbed  possession  of  its  wild  life.  The 
broad  marshes,  cranberry  bogs,  and  wild  rice  lakes,  the  streams 
and  their  tributaries  dammed  by  the  debris  of  floods  and  by 
the  beaver  artizans  and  land  and  water,  the  home  of  fish,  fowl, 
and  fur  bearing  animals.  It  is  little  wonder  that  the  red  man 
found  this  area  so  congenial  a  home  that  he  has  been  reluc- 
tant to  leave  it  and  still  returns  to  hunt  and  to  fish  in  its 
woods  and  its  streams.  These  different  physical  conditions  were 
matched  by  racial  condition  different  from  the  aboriginal  life 
in  the  older  parts  of  the  state.  Here  hostile  Indian  tribes  had 
to  be  overcome  and  dnven  out  before  safe  settlements  could  be 
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made  in  this  more  northern  region.  The  Indians,  first  coming 
in  touch  with  the  French  traders,  have  always  held  fi-iendly 
relations  with  the  whites  and  for  a  half  century  the  settlement 
of  the  country  has  gone  on  in  the  presence  of  the  aborigines. 
These  inhabitants  have  shown  so  strong  an  attachment  to  their 
native  home  that  the  government  has  ceased  to  try  to  estab- 
lish them  elsewhere  and  has  given  them  instead  a  reservation 
with  an  Indian  school. 

Close  to  the  Wisconsin,  a  few  miles  north  of  Mauston,  this 
mingling  of  the  old  with  the  new  life  has  had  some  interesting 
results.  With  the  Indian  stilLjpresent  among  them  the  historic 
interest  in  his  achievements  has  not  yet  developed  and  very 
little  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  work  of  his  hands.  His 
stone  implements  uncovered  by  cultivation  on  almost  every 
field  have  been  gathered  and  scattered  with  careless  hand  and 
the  earthworks  that  excite  so  much  interest  and  wonder  to 
us  are  being  swept  away  as  ruthlessly  as  the  stumps  and  wind- 
falls from  their  cut-over  forest  .fields. 

Something,  too,  of  advantage  has  come  to  us  from  the  com- 
mingling of  the  old  and  the  new  life.  The  old  village  sites 
were  still  occupied  by  the  clans,  the  trails  kept  open  and  their 
burial  places  preserved  as  long  as  their  frail  protective  cov- 
erings would  last,  and  the  Indians  themselves  on  the  ground 
are  ready  to  impart  their  scant  information  regarding  the 
works  of  their  predecessors. 

Two  almost  contradictoiw  conditions  confront  the  investi- 
gator in  entering  this  rich  and  interesting  field.  The  first  is 
the  almost  absolute  dearth  of  knowledge  possessed  by  the  av- 
erage inhabitant  about  the  things  that  are  being  searched  for. 
If  he  has  been  a  river  man  he  has  seen  mounds  along  the 
banks,  but  has  never  paid  attention  to  their  locality  or  noted 
whether  they  were  beaver  dams,  wind  ridges,  or  the  hummocks 
in  some  sandstone  ridge.  The  writer  has  had  to  look  up  all 
of  these  in  his  search  for  the  real  things  but  always  was  able 
to  find  the  few  fortunate  individuals  for  whom  these  remains 
have  a  keen  interest  and  whose  knowledge  was  indispensable 
to  the  stranger  in  finding  the  few  important  locations  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  other  fact  is  the  unexpected  richness  of  the  field.  In 
this  land  of  periodic  overflow  the  ancient  building  sites  are 
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almost  invariably  on  the  terrace  margins  of  the  streams  and 
sloughs  and  as  these  are  usually  fringed  with  timber,  one  may 
hardly  traverse  a  mile  of  the  wooded  banks  without  coming 
upon  a  group  of  mounds.  If  these  happen  to  be  on  the  edge 
of  a  field  or  crossed  by  a  public  road  their  location  may  be 
known  by  some  one  in  the  neighborhood  but  for  every  one  of 
these  that  the  writer  has  directed  to,  usually  two  or  three 
other  groups  were  to  be  found  in  adjacent  woods  and  pastures. 

The  hasty  reconnaissanse  of  the  field  undertaken  in  July, 
1913,  whose  results  are  here  summarized,  has  convinced  the 
writer  that  a  careful  search  along  the  banks  of  every  river  and 
tributary  creek  would  reveal  a  large  additional  number  of 
mounds  and  camp  and  village  sites,  flint  quarries  and  burial 
places. 

A  more  natural  plan  of  division  for  the  purpose  of  descrip- 
tion would  be  by  stream  and  tributary  basin,  but  as  so  little 
of  the  area  was  actually  traversed  this  method  would  be  mis- 
leading as  representing  the  richness  of  the  several  areas  in 
archeological  remains.  The  writer  has  therefore  described  the 
antiquities  of  Juneau  County  under  the  townships  in  Avhich 
they  were  found. 

Indian  Remains. 

Lyndon  and  Kildare  Townships 

These  toAvnships  form  the  southeastern  comer  of  Juneau 
County,  lying  across  the  Wisconsin  River  from  Adams  County 
opposite  the  famous  Dells.  The  station  nearest  Kilbourn  is 
Lyndon,  nine  miles  from  the  river  crossing,  leaving  an  unex- 
plored corner  of  the  area  about  which  the  writer  could  ob- 
tain no  definite  information.  Some  time  was  spent  in  follow- 
ing up  what  proved  to  be  false  clues.  To  Mr.  John  H.  Weber 
of  Lyndon,  an  enthusiastic  collector  and  former  member  of  the 
Wisconsin  Archeological  Society,  he  is  indebted  for  informa- 
tion concerning  local  Indian  remains. 

On  his  farm  near  the  center  of  the  N.  W.  14  of  Section  3  of 
Kildare  Township,  on  a  ridge  south  of  his  house,  is  an  Indian 
village  site.  Many  of  the  specimens  in  his  collection  were 
obtained  here.  Here  were  formerly  to  be  seen  a  series  of 
stone  lined  fire  pits,  but  fifty  yeai-s  of  cultivation  of  the  land 


Archaeological  Reconnaissance  of  Juneau  County 


111 


has  removed  every  trace  of  these.  A  careful  examination  of 
this  site  was  rewarded  by  the  .finding  of  only  a  few  pebble 
hand  hammers,  flint  flakes  and  fragments  and  pottery  frag- 
ments. The  Weber  collection  contained  implements  made  of 
several  varieties  of  flint,  quartzite  and  quartz,  several  axes? 
and  celts  and  a  few  copper  points. 

A  group  of  fourteen  mounds  was  reported  by  him  as  being 
located  on  the  Wisconsin  River  bank,  in  Section  1,  in  ths 
southeastern  corner  of  Kildare  Township.  The  writer  drove 
to  this  locality  and  with  the  aid  of  a  farmer  resident  searched 
the  lands  but  without  finding  the  mounds.  They  were  after- 
ward described  as  lying  in  a  fractional  area  north  of  the  quar- 
ter and  we  had  missed  them  by  not  carrying  the  search  into  it. 

Better  results  attended  the  location  of  a  mound  group  on 
Section  23,  about  three  miles  to  the  north  on  the  bank  of  the 
Lemonweir  River.  These  earthworks  were  hidden  by  a  dense 
growth  of  hazel  brush  and  young  oak  trees,  the  edge  of  two  of 
them  extending  into  an  adjoining  cultivated  field. 


Cc///-/va/-cd 


Figure  1  shows  the  relative  size  of  the  mounds  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  this  group.  The  bird  effigy  is  the  central  figure. 
The  -wings  of  this  emblematic  earthwork  have  a  spread  of  90 
feet,  are  6  feet  wide  at  the  body  and  2  feet  high.     The  head  is 
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apparently  cut  off  by  a  narrow  ravine  which  drains  the  field 
into  the  river  bottom  a  few  rods  away.  The  body  is  30  feet 
long,  12  feet  wide  and  3%  feet  high.  The  head  of  the  figure 
is  directed  to  the  south.  A  tree  20  inches  in  diameter  stands 
upon  this  mound.  The  tip  of  one  wing  extends  into  the  field 
and  has  been  leveled. 

About  four  rods  south  of  this  wing  tip  is  an  oval  mound  al- 
so partly  obliterated  by  cultivation.  About  150  feet  to  the 
north  of  this  earthwork  is  a  linear  mound  40  feet  in  length, 
6  feet  in  width  and  2  feet  in  height.  Thirty-six  feet  east  of 
this  mound  is  a  small  oval  mound  12  feet  long  and  IM2  feet 
high,  30  feet  north  of  it  a  conical  mound  20  feet  in  diameter 
and  3  feet  high  and  30  feet  northeast  of  it  another  of  the  same 
dimensions.  Both  of  these  mounds  have  been  excavated. 
This  exploration  disclosed  a  stone  lined  fire  pit  with  a  layer  of 
ashes.  In  it  were  fragments  of  a  human  skeleton,  the  long 
l)ones  being  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation.  In  the  other 
mound  nothing  of  interest  was  found. 


rig.: 


An  interesting  enclosure  is  located  on  the  same  farm  near 
the  center  of  the  N.  E.  14  of  Section  22.  It  is  in  the  river  bot- 
tom and  is  subject  to  annual  overflow.  It  covers  a  quadrang- 
ular area  about  20  by  30  feet  in  size.  Its  western  arm  is  about 
fl  feet  high  and  is  covered  with  sandstone  blocks.  The  north- 
ern side  is  lower.  The  eastern  arm  is  broken  near  the  middle. 
The  position  and  character  of  this  enclosure  probably  indicates 
that  it  is  the  foundation  of  a  summer  lodge.     (See  Fig.  2) 
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An  Indian  village  was  once  located  on  the  south  bank  of 
Lyndon  Creek,  near  its  union  with  the  Wisconsin  River,  on 
the  N.  E.  1^  of  Section  1,  of  Kildare  Township.  A  village  of 
fifty-one  lodges  was  situated  here  within  the  memory  of  old 
settlers  of  this  region.  The  Indians  rented  patches  of  com 
and  garden  ground  from  the  farmers  and  were  in  turn  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  cultivation  of  their  own  fields. 

On  the  north  side  of  a  bluff  a  few  miles  to  the  south  of  Lyn- 
don station  the  presence  of  several  mounds  was  noted  by  a 
Mr.  John  Bannon.  He  could  give  no  directions  sufficiently 
definite  to  enable  them  to  be  readily  found. 

Lemonweir  Township 

Round  Bluff,  the  next  station  on  the  railroad  line,  is  only  a 
siding  between  the  outlier  and  the  terrace  plain.  Nothing  of 
an  archaeological  character  was  revealed  by  a  search  at  the 
base  of  this  bluff. 


^/  £  L  o 


Pig.  3 

On  the  south  bank  of  the  Lemonweir  River  two  miles  to  the 
north  of  this  point,  near  the  center  of  Section  19,  a  group  of 
conical  mounds  was  located.  Some  of  these  were  explored 
twenty-five  years  ago  when  the  land  was  still  covered  with 
a  forest,  and  human  bones  were  exhumed.  The  mounds  have 
been  under  cultivation  and  are  now  almost  obliterated.  Mr. 
Tracey,  the  owner  of  the  field,  kindly  pointed  out  the  locations 
of  the  mounds  and  gave  information  concerning  their  charac- 
ter.     An  illustration  of  this  group  is  given  in  Figure  3. 
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Four  of  these  mounds  are  in  a  line  crossing  the  S.  E.  i/4  of 
the  section.  The  first  or  southwest  mound  is  about  30  feet  in 
diameter.  Thirty  feet  away  is  a  second  mound  42  feet  long 
and  oval  in  form,  which  Mr.  Tracey  describes  as  having  been 
originally  a  bird  effigy.  The  third  mound  is  50  feet  distant  and 
was  formerly  30  feet  in  diameter.  Upon  it  there  formerly  stood 
an  oak  tree  measuring  two  feet  in  thickness.  The  last  mound 
in  the  row  is  20  feet  in  diameter.  About  100  feet  south  of  this 
mound  is  another  of  the  same  size.  Eighteen  feet  south  of  the 
first  mound  in  the  group  is  another  conical  mound  and  30  feet 
beyond  this  is  a  second.  One  of  these  two  was  dug  into  years 
ago  and  a  few  human  bones  found. 

Lindina  Township 

This  region  has  been  and  is  still  a  eenter  of  archaeological 
interest.  The  Lemonweir  River  and  Brewer  Creek  meet  here, 
the  southern  stream  coming  out  of  the  deeply  cut  tablelands 
at  the  southwest  and  the  northern  skirting  the  broad  marshy 
area  on  the  northwest.  The  Indian  reservation  lies  between 
the  bluff  and  river  and  some  of  the  Indians  have  summer  camps 
just  outside  the  town. 

Mauston  itself  is  built  on  an  old  Indian  village  site,  the 
low  rock  ridge  bordering  the  river  on  the  south  and  forming 
the  natural  location  of  Mans  mill,  the  pioneer  stage  of  Maus- 
ton, was  studded  with  mounds,  while  the  low  banks  of  the 
river  and  creeks  entering  the  main  channel  above  were  favor- 
ite camp  sites  and  are  still. 

But  nowhere  do  the  present  conditions  so  fully  justify  the 
efforts  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  to  preserve 
these  vanishing  records  of  past  life. 

A  line  of  mounds  once  reported  as  crowning  the  south  bank 
of  the  river  has  completely  disappeared.  The  Indian  village 
and  corn  planting  ground  on  the  south  side  have  been  built 
over,  a  large  mound  formerly  on  the  site  of  a  county  building 
was  destroyed  in  grading  the  lot  and  another  on  an  island  in 
the  river  was  leveled  to  improve  a  potato  field.  A  quantity 
of  human  bones  was  removed  from  one  of  these  mounds,  but 
even  these  have  disappeared. 

A  village  site  on  the  marsh  island  across  the  pond  from  the 
upper  town  shows  its  content  of  flint  spalls  and  other  reject- 
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age  on  the  ridge.  Here  the  writer  collected  a  sharp-edged  slate 
knife  or  scraper.  No  pottery  fragments  could  be  found.  The 
surface  was  broken  into  hillocks  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  down 
stream  from  the  mill  site  but  as  the  area  between  street  and 
river  has  been  torn  up  for  all  kinds  of  improvements  for  the 
past  fifty  years,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  distinguish  aborig- 
inal earthworks  there.  This  mound  group  was  located  by  Dr. 
Increase  A.  Lapham.  in  1S55.  the  village  site  by  Rev.  Stephen 
D.  Peet  in  1898. 

A  mile  and  a  half  above  the  village,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
pond,  is  Wigwam  Point,  a  low  ridge  now  occupied  by  a  sum- 
mer camp  of  the  Menominee  Indians  from  the  reservation 
above.  Here  are  about  a  dozen  lodges,  low  circles  of  light 
poles  canvas  covered,  and  visualizing  the  many  camping 
grounds  now  marked  on  similar  points  up  and  down  the  river. 
In  one  of  these  a  faggot  fire  on  the  ground  made  the  habita- 
tion quite  representative,  but  in  others  the  presence  of  trunks, 
cook  stoves  and  carpets  quite  destroyed  the  illusion.  A  half 
dozen  women  basket  making  in  one  of  the  wigwams  partly 
restored  the  view. 

About  40  rods  beyond  the  camp  on  the  river  site  is  a  group 
of  mounds  w^hich  the  writer  Avas  unable  to  locate. 

A  ridge  surface  in  the  center  of  the  N.  E.  14  of  Section  I, 
Lindina  To^vnship,  just  opposite  the  village  limits  of  Mauston 
afforded  my  first  view  of  a  very  interesting  archaeologic  feat- 
ure of  this  area.  The  ridge  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  parallel 
to  the  marsh  border  bears  a  scattering  of  flint  nodules  while 
on  its  crest  is  an  area  200  feet  long  and  20  feet  wide,  too  stony 
for  cultivation.  The  most  of  these  rocks  are  simply  weathered 
nodules  but  many  flakes,  spalls  and  fragments  among  them 
indicate  that  the  area  was  a  quarry  of  flint,  if  not  also  a  Avork- 
shop.  Smaller  flint  fragments  are  exposed  in  a  roadway  cut 
through  a  low  sand  ridge.  These  flint  beds  in  low  sand  ridges 
were  afterward  found  to  be  very  numerous  in  the  area. 

They  are  probably  residual  material  and  as  the  sandstone 
beds  are  chertless  Avhere  exposed  it  is  very  probable  that  this 
material  has  come  down  from  the  vanished  beds  of  the  Lower 
Magnesian  limestone.  The  presence  of  freshly  chipped  ma- 
terial in  these  beds,  wherever  found,  indicates  the  use  of  these 
natural  deposits  by  the  aboriginal  flint  Avorkers.     Today  these 
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flint  beds  are  being  uncovered  and  their  fragmental  material 
used  as  road  metal. 

A  lack  of  time  did  not  permit  me  to  make  original  investi- 
gation in  this  region  nor  to  verify  all  of  the  locations  report- 
ed. A  large  mound  was  described  as  located  on  Section  9,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Lemonweir  not  far  from  the  Lemonweir 
dam.  This  was  located  on  the  terrace  close  to  the  marsh.  A 
mound  group  was  also  reported  as  situated  about  two  miles 
northeast  of  toAvn  on  the  soutli  bank  of  the  river.  I  suspect 
that  a  careful  survey  of  the  terrace  borders  of  the  Lemonweir 
would  reveal  village  sites  and  mound  groups  on  almost  every 
section. 

Three  locations  were  reported  from  Lindina  Township 
southwest  of  Mauston.  Two  of  these  were  reported  to  Secre- 
tary Charles  E.  Brown  by  Mr.  Albert  Heineman,  a  resident. 
These  were  a  camp  site  and  com  .field  on  Section  24.  The 
camp  site  was  located  at  the  south  end  of  the  high  bluflt*  near 
the  center  of  the  section.  Bands  of  Indians  in  their  annual 
migrations  continued  to  camp  there  for  a  few  days  each  sea- 
son long  after  the  white  settlement  but  no  permanent  record 
was  left  of  their  presence.  The  other  reference  is  to  a  per- 
manent camp  and  corn  field  at  the  foot  of  Coon  Bluif,  about 
three  miles  west  of  Mauston.  As  the  area  has  been  under  cul- 
tivation for  half  a  century  all  traces  of  aboriginal  occupancy 
disappeared  long  ago. 

About  five  miles  southwest  of  IMauston,  near  the  south  line, 
of  Section  28,  is  a  more  important  village  site  known  as  the 
'•Indian  Gardens."  Its  location  is  on  the  north  bank  of  a 
creek  skirting  the  edge  of  the  bluff  where  the  tableland  be- 
gins to  stretch  long  fingers  out  into  the  level  plain.  The  val- 
ley here,  about  two  miles  wide,  is  drained  by  two  forks  of  the 
creek,  leaving  a  level  interval  between.  The  village  site 
stretched  along  the  terrace  margin  of  the  creek  for  a  half  mile 
the  remains  of  the  Indian  fire  places  being  the  last  remnant  to 
be  obliterated  by  cultivation.  The  "gardens"  adjoining 
these  were  backed  by  the  heavily  forested  plain  and  at  the 
foot  of  it  a  low  ridge  rising  from  its  level  near  the  east  end 
was  the  Indian  cemetery.  A  road  cut  through  this  cemeteiy 
has  obliterated  almost  every  trace  of  its  presence.  In  its  im- 
provement the  bones  of  the  dead  have  been  removed  and  scat- 
tered. 
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The  village  is  said  to  have  numbered  several  hundred  in- 
habitants. The  vicinage  was  one  of  the  first  to  which  the 
white  settlers  were  attracted.  Here  a  few  of  the  hardiest  of 
the  pioneers  lived  chiefly  by  trade  with  the  Indians  and  thrill- 
ing tales  are  told  of  brave  defense  from  drink  crazed  natives 
by  early  settlers.  The  Indians  were  removed  from  this  camp 
over  sixty  years  ago  and  a  half  century  of  cultivation  has 
left  nothing  visible  of  village,  planting  ground  or  burial  place. 
This  village  is  one  of  the  farthest  removed  from  the  river  but 
its  location  proves  that  each  tributary  stream  and  its  marsh 
bottom  repeated  in  miniature  the  favorable  conditions  of  wild 
life  that  obtained  in  the  broad  terrace  plains  of  the  main 
streams. 

John  T.  De  La  Ronde  states  that  "in  the  summer  of  1834" 
he  "went  up  to  the  head  of  the  Lemonweir  to  es,tablish  a 
trading  post  for  the  winter.  There  were  a  good  many  Winne- 
bagoes  wintering  there."  Elsewhere  he  states:  "I  had  a 
trading  post  at  To-kau-nee's  village,  where  Mauston  is  now 
situated,  then  a  small  village  of  only  five  or  six  wig-Avams, 
named  after  its  chief,  a  mixed  blood  AVinnebago  and  Menomo- 
nee,  though  his  people  were  called  Winnebagoes."  "L'Es- 
pagnol,  the  Menomonee  chief,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812- 

15, ,  lived  almost  opposite  where  Mauston  is  now 

situated."* 

Lisbon  Township 

Two  locations  were  reported  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Lisbon,  one  of  them  in  the  center  of  the  S.  E.  l^  of  Section  19, 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  railroad  station.  A  headland 
about  150  feet  wide  separates  marsh  from  cultivated  field. 
Within  this  headland  running  north  for  600  feet  from  the  sec- 
tion corner,  concealed  by  hazel  brush  and  low  trees,  is  an  in- 
teresting group  of  mounds.  The  first  earthwork  in  the  line 
is  an  elliptical  enclosure  with  an  opening  on  the  south  side. 
On  either  side  of  the  opening  the  wall  of  the  enclosure  is  a 
prominent  conical  mound,  these  terminations  being  about  20 
feet  in  diameter  and  2i/2  feet  high.  The  opening  is  about  8 
feet  in  width.  The  wall  of  the  enclosure  is  about  15  feet  wide 
■   and  3  feet  high. 


*  7  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  pp.  351,   354.  359. 
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A  series  of  four  conical  and  an  oval  mound,  the  mounds 
separated  from  each  other  by  distances  of  from  30  to  60  feet, 
extends  from  the  enclosure  to  an  effigy  mound  at  the  end  of 
the  line.     The  dimensions  of  these  monnds  are : 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


Conical 

Conical 

Oval 

Conical 

Conical 


Diameter  36  feet ;  height  2V2  feet. 
Diameter  10  x  45  feet ;  height  2i  1;  feet. 
Diameter  10  x  45  feet ;  height  2Vo  feet. 
Diameter  30  feet;  height  4  feet. 
Diameter  25  feet :  height  2^2  feet. 


ff/jA     ii 


s.e.'/^ 


w   /^ 


Monnds  Nos.  2  and  4  have  been  excavated  by  digging 
trenches  into  them.  The  effigy  is  20  feet  beyond  the  last 
mound.  It  is  a  representative  of  the  common  type  of  panther 
mound.  Its  body  is  80  and  its  tail  150  feet  in  length.  The  dis- 
tance across  its  body  is  30  feet  and  the  width  of  the  tail  at  the 
body  7  feet.  The  height  of  the  body  is  3  feet.  The  head  of  the 
animal  is  erect  and  its  tail  extends  out  at  a  decided  angle  from 
the  body.     (See  Fig.  4) 

Another  mound  reported  from  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
Section  20,  one  mile  to  the  south,  was  located  on  the  edge 
of  a  field  near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  quarter  section.  A 
large  tree  grows  upon  it,  a  ditch  has  been  cut  through  it  and 
both  sides  have  been  plowed  down.  It  was  originally  40  feet 
in  diameter  and  is  still  about  2  feet  high. 

On  the  Avest  side  of  the  mill  pond,  above  the  town,  is  Wig- 
wam Point,  a  favorite  rendevous  for  .fishermen  and  picnic  par- 
ties. A  long  point  running  into  the  water  bears  an  Indian 
mound  very  much  disturbed  by  traffic. 

About  half  a  mile  up  the  Lemonweir  River,  at  a  point  called 
Three  Rivers,  where  two  bayous  come  out  of  the  main  ehan- 
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nel  is  "Hogs  Back,"  the  semicircular  remnant  of  a  large 
mound,  one  side  having  been  cut  away  by  the  river.  The  sec- 
tion remaining  is  80  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high.  This 
raised  mound  is  built  above  the  flood  line  and  may  have  been 
occupied  by  one  or  more  wigwams. 

Just  across  the  mill  pond  from  Lisbon,  between  the  road  and 
water,  is  a  terrace  area,  sand  covered.  But  a  few  inches  be- 
neath the  surface  is  a  flint  bed  from  V2  foot  to  21/2  feet  thick. 
This  appears  to  cover  several  acres  and  the  bed  has  been  ex- 
posed in  several  places  to  obtain  road  material.  The  presence 
of  flint  chips  and  fragments  indicate  the  location  of  a  former 
quarry  site  and  workship.  The  seven  mile  stretch  between 
Mauston  and  Lisbon  was  not  explored. 

The  group  of  mounds  illustrated  in  Plate  1  was  surveyed 
for  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  in  June,  1908,  by 
Prof.  A.  R.  Clifton,  then  superintendent  of  schools  at  New  Lis- 
bon. It  is  located  on  the  John  Williams  farm,  locally  known 
a<bthe  Gee  farm,  in  the  N.  E.  1/4  of  the  S.  E.  1/4  of  Section  17, 
at  a  distance  of  about  one-half  mile  east  of  New  Lisbon. 
There  were  in  this  group  seven  mounds  all  of  which  were  then 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  These  consisted  of  one  coni- 
cal ifi'ound  and  two  oval  mounds,  one  straight  and  one 
knobbed  linear,  a  dumbbell  shaped  linear  and  a  panther  ef- 
figy, the  dimensions  of  all  of  which  are  shown  in  the  illustra- 
tion. The  different  mounds  were  from  2  to  nearly  4  feet  in 
height.  All  are  quite  close  to  the  bank  of  Gee's  Slough,  the 
tail  of  the  panther  effigy  being  about  300  feet  from  the  bend 
of  the  Lemonweir  River. 

About  thirty  years  ago  one  of  the  burial  mounds  was  exca- 
vated by  Dr.  R.  W.  Hoyt,  then  a  local  physician,  and  others. 

They  disinterred  a  skull  and  a  few  bones,  some  flint  arrow 
points,  a  stone  axe  and  a  few  pieces  of  broken  pottery.  All 
of  these  were  taken  to  Washington,  D.  C,  by  Dr.  E.  R,  Reyn- 
olds. This  mound  group  is  evidently  identical  with  that  il- 
lustrated by  Rev.  S.  D.  Peet,  in  his  book,  Prehistoric  America, 
and  which  diagram  he  says  is  made  from  a  drawing  furnished 
by  Rev.  A.  A.  Young  of  New  Lisbon.*  This  diagram  is  incor- 
rect in  that  the  position  of  the  panther  effigy  is  reversed,  and 
the  tAvo  linear  mounds  are  platted  as  effigies.    Two  straight  lin- 


*  V.  2,  p.  308,  diag.  XVI. 
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ear  mounds  and  two  oval  mounds  are  inti-odueed  at  the  south 
end  of  tlie  line  which  could  hai'dly  liave  existed  at  that  point. 
Professor  Clifton  found  some  "ill-defined"  mounds  (?)  east 
of  the  mounds  surveyed  by  himself. 

In  the  Wisconsin  Archeologist  of  January  to  April,  1907, 
a  description  is  given  of  a  cache  or  hoard  of  eight  blue  horn- 
stone  notched  knives  which  were  found  in  May,  1904,  by  Sey- 
mour Harris  during  the  cultivation  of  a  field  within  the  limits 
of  New  Lisbon.  They  were  unearthed  at  a  depth  8  inches  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  soil.  An  illustration  of  four  of  these 
specimens  now  in  the  Logan  Museum  at  Beloit  College  is 
given  in  the  publication  referred  to.* 

These  specimens  measure  from  5  to  5%  inches  in  length  and 
are  especially  interesting  because  of  their  thick,  blunt,  points. 
The  finding  of  implements  of  this  foreign  material  at  this  dis,- 
tance  north  in  central  Wisconsin  is  interesting.  (See  Frontis- 
piece). 

Clearfield  Township 

Clearfield,  the  township  lying  north  of  Lisbon  Township, 
has  within  its  boundaries  some  unusually  interesting  mound 
groups.  The  Little  Yellow  River  crosses  the  eastern  half  of 
the  townsliip  flowing  from  northwest  to  southeast,  and  the 
Lemonweir  E-iver  the  southwest  comer,  flowing  from  the  north 
to  the  south. 

A  group  of  118  mounds  was  reported  by  Rev.  Stephen  ET. 
Peet  as  located  in  Section  23.  The  writer  visited  a  part  of  this 
group  located  in  the  S.  E.  l^  of  the  S.  E.  i^  of  Section  23. 
This  area  has  long  been  under  cultivation  and  the  mounds 
nearly  obliterated.  A  line  of  mounds  crosses  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  forty.  Ten  of  these  are  in  this  field,  one  but  lit- 
tle disturbed  within  the  road,  30  rods  from  the  corner  of  the 
.field.  The  line  continues  across  the  adjoining  forty  (S.  W. 
corner  of  Section  24)  and  in  a  southeasterly  direction  into 
the  N.  E.  1^  of  the  N.  W.  14  of  Section  25.  Forty-two  of  the 
118  mounds  reported  are  in  this  line.  We  were  informed  of 
the  presence  of  additional  mounds  on  the  N.  E.  14  of  Section 
23,  which,  if  correctly  located,  would  extend  this  line  about 


*  V.  6,  No.  2,  p.  64. 
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two  miles.  The  group  as  traced  extends  for  about  a  mile  par- 
allel to  and  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  marsh 
bottom  of  the  Little  Yellow  River.  (See  Fig.  5) 


Tig 


Farther  to  the  east,  on  the  north  line  of  Section  25,  a  line 
of  conical  mounds  begins  at  the  terrace  margin  on  the  marsh 
bottom  of  the  Little  Yellow  and  nnis  southwest  toward  the  end 
of  the  chain  just  described.  This  may  have  been  the  return 
line  to  the  main  river  bank,  the  remainder  having  been  oblit- 
erated by  long  cultivation.  These  are  in  the  N..W.  l^  of  the 
N.  E.  1^  of  Section  25.  There  are  five  of  these,  quite  near  to- 
gether, and  from  30  to  50  feet  in  diameter.  They  are  con- 
structed of  the  yellowish  sand  of  the  creek  bottom  and  stand 
out  quite  distinctly  on  the  grey  sand  of  the  terrace  surface. 

The  Little  Yellow  River  cuts  a  narrow  strip  from  the  west 
side  of  the  east  half  of  the  N.  E.  14  of  Section  15.  Half  way 
down  the  forty  line  are  two  large  conical  mounds,  one  45 
and  the  other  50  feet  in  diameter,  and  each  about  4  feet  high. 
They  have  both  been  excavated  and  their  symmetry  destroyed 
and  to  no  purpose.  They  are  in  plain  view  from  both  roads 
skirting  the  quarter  section  and  are  worthy  of  permanent 
preservation. 
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About  a  mile  upstream,  close  to  the  center  of  Section  10,  is 
a  group  of  mounds  lying  parallel  to  the  bank  of  the  Little  Yel- 
low River.  Four  of  these  are  conical  mounds  from  15  to  30 
feet  in  diameter  and  about  15  feet  apart.  At  a  distance  of  30 
feet  beyond  the  most  northerly  of  these  is  an  effigy  mound. 
This  animal  shaped  earthwork  is  175  feet  long  and  measures 
17  feet  across  the  widest  part  of  the  body.  This  group  is 
show  in  Figure  6.  Three  other  (doubtful)  mounds  are  located 
in  a  cultivated  field  south  of  the  four  conical  mounds  de- 
scribed. 


obscure    Abounds 


Fig".  6 

The  writer  was  unable  to  visit  the  mound  group  reported  to 
be  located  in  the  S.  E.  14  of  Section  24  the  owner  of  the  land 
being  unable  to  locate  them  in  the  dense  undergrowth. 

Better  success  attended  the  location  of  a  gi'oup  of  mounds 
reported  as  located  near  Buckley's  Bridge,  in  the  N.  E.  i^ 
of  Section  19.  A  saw  mill  and  dam  were  here  in  the  days  be- 
fore the  coming  of  the  railroad.  The  location  of  the  railroad 
two  miles  to  the  south  at  New  Lisbon  destroyed  the  hopes  of 
the  embryo  city  and  neither  mill  nor  house  now  remain.  The 
mounds  begin  at  the  old  mill  site  in  the  S.  W.  y^  of  the  sec- 
tion and  follow  the  bank  of  the  Lemonweir  River  for  nearly 
half  a  mile.  The  series  begins  in  a  narrow  strip  of  unculti- 
vated land  between  the  road  and  river,  near  the  bridge  in  the 
center  of  the  section.  Two  or  three  of  these  are  almost  ob- 
literated,   but    beyond    this    strip,    in    the    undergrowth,    the 
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mounds  continue  to  the  west  across  the  forty  and  into  the 
next  forty.  Eleven  mounds  are  in  this  line.  The  three  at  the 
end  are  partly  destroyed.  The  largest  of  the  mounds  is  about 
50  feet  in  diameter  and  41/4  feet  high.  The  others  vary  m 
diameter  from  30  to  45  feet  and  are  about  21/2  feet  high.  Be- 
yond the  forty  line  is  a  narrow  strip  of  plowed  ground  in 
which  is  located  the  remnant  of  the  next  mound  in  this  line, 
and  about  10  rods  west  of  the  forty  line  the  last  of  the  series. 
This  last  mound  is  36  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high.  It  is 
20  rods  south  of  the  river.     (See  Fig.  7) 


Two  other  moinid  groups  were  located  in  thi.s  vicinity.  One 
of  three  conical  mounds  near  the  river  and  just  north  of  the 
center  of  the  quarter  section.  The  mound  nearest  the  edge  of 
the  river  terrace  is  25  and  the  other  two  30  and  50  feet  in  di- 
ameter.    The  30  foot  mound  is  4  feet  high. 

About  40  rods  west  of  this  group  is  a  group  of  four  conical 
mounds.  Two  of  these  are  on  the  outer  edge  of  a  field  near 
the  north  line  of  the  S.  E.  i^  of  the  S.  E.  i/4  of  Section  19. 
They  are  about  40  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high. 

The  other  two  mounds  are  in  the  timber  on  the  other  side 
of  the  line,  one  about  10  rods  north  of  the  line  and  the  other 
a  short  distance  northeast  of  this  one.  The  first  of  these  is 
50  and  the  other  70  feet  in  diameter.  The  latter  is  10  feet 
high. 

Two  other  mounds  were  located  between  the  line  crossing 
the  S.  E.  14  and  the  river.    These  are  about  half  way  between 
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the  line  and  the  river  and  parallel  to  it.  The  first  is  20  feet 
in  diameter  and  2  feet  high  and  the  second,  15  feet  distant,  36 
feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high. 

A  group  of  four  oval  mounds  was  found  at  the  mouth  of  a 
small  stream  flowing  into  the  Lemonweir  River  in  the  N.  W. 
14  of  Section  19.  One  of  the  mounds  is  on  the  north  and  the 
others  on  the  south  side  of  the  stream.  The  largest  has  di- 
ameters of  15  and  50  feet  and  is  3  feet  high. 

Two  mounds  were  reported  as  located  on  a  small  branch  of 
the  Lemonweir  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  northeast  of  Buckleys 
Bridge  in  Section  17.  At  this  place  a  conical  mound  was 
found  at  the  edge  of  a  corn  field  and  a  linear  mound  450 
feet  in  length  in  the  edge  of  the  brush  nearby.  The  burial 
mound  is  about  50  feet  in  diameter  and  3  feet  high. 

The  linear  was  in  places  20  feet  in  width.  It  extends 
through  a  thicket  to  the  edge  of  a  marsh.  This  thicket  is 
about  300  feet  long  and  200  feet  wide  and  eonceals  in  its 
dense  covering  of  hazel  and  young  oaks  a  large  mound  that 
was  outlined  as  a  bird  effigy.  The  end  of  one  wing  appears 
on  the  edge  of  a  marsh  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  thicket 
and  the  body  of  the  figure  appears  as  a  heavy  linear  mound 
on  its  eastern  edge.  This  mound  is  about  100  feet  long  and 
30  feet  wide  and  joins  the  wing  at  its  end  on  the  other  side  of 
the  figure.  The  right  wing  runs  obliquely  toward  the  west 
line  of  the  area  and  ends  about  200  feet  away  from  the  linear 
mound. 

Back  of  the  thicket  and  extending  beside  it  from  the  coni- 
cal mound  and  the  marsh  is  a  meadow  about  40  rods  long  and 
20  wide.  Within  this  area  are  the  remains  of  two  linear 
mounds  which  are  in  line  with  the  conical  mound  on  the  south. 
They  lie  parallel  with  the  long  mound  on  the  west. 

The  marsh  border  facing  the  timber  area  on  the  east  runs 
diagonally  to  the  northeast.  On  the  widening  strip  between 
the  timber,  .field  and  marsh  is  a  group  of  effigy  mounds  shown 
in  Plate  2.  Of  the  effigies  four  are  mounds  of  the  familiar 
panther  type,  200,  210,  220  and  450  feet  in  length.  The  tails 
of  all  but  the  largest  have  a  downward  turn  at  thfe  extrem- 
ity. All  are  headed  in  the  same  direction — towards  the 
marsh.  Two  of  the  linear  mounds  are  obscure.  A  linear 
lying  near  these  effigies  measures  150  feet  in  length. 


/^  A  f^  S  H 


Mound  Group  in  the  N.  W.  14  of  Section  20,  Clearfield  Township 
Plate  2 
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Necedah  Township 

At  Necedah  the  Yellow  River  passes  close  to  the  foot  of  a 
group  of  quartzite  outcrops  whose  crests  stand  out  about  200 
feet  above  the  terrace  level.  Around  the  ledges  is  a  wide  shelf 
of  disintegrated  sandstone  containing  the  talus  material  from 
the  ledge.  The  stream  cutting  through  this  sloping  area  has 
high  banks  and  the  well  drained  area  promised  favorable  con- 
ditions for  village  sites. 

A  number  of  Indian  mounds  are  found  high  up  on  the  slop- 
ing side  of  the  ledge  area,  one  very  well  preserved  mound 
on  a  lawn  on  the  grounds  of  a  Mr.  Babcock.  It  is  linear  in 
form,  originally  about  150  feet  in  length,  (a  small  portion  of 
one  end  has  been  removed)  25  feet  in  width  and  3  feet  high. 

Another  linear  mound  was  found  opposite  the  west  end  of 
the  main  ledge  close  to  the  road  that  skirts  the  cliff.  It  has 
been  dug  into  by  relic  hunters. 

The  new  track  of  the  Wyeville  line  of  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
covers  the  neck  of  high  ground  joining  the  North  and  South 
Bluff  areas  and  the  station  and  switch  yards  have  required 
heavy  cuts  and  filling  in  the  bluff  slope.  On  the  south  edge 
of  the  yard  fill,  Avest  of  the  south  bluff",  are  the  remains  of  a 
large  mound  50  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high.  One  end  of 
this  has  been  covered  by  the  leveling  for  the  switch  tracks  and 
one  side  excavated  in  a  boiTow  pit. 

The  interesting  mound  group  shown  in  Figure  8  extends 
from  the  foot  of  the  slope  below  South  Bluff  for  half  a  mile 
southwest  to  the  terrace  edge  bordering  the  river  bottom. 
The  railway  line  cuts  through  the  north  end  of  the  group  and 
a  corn  field  has  cut  off  the  limits  on  the  west,  while  in  the  plat- 
ted area  in  the  town  limits  east  of  the  track  between  railroad 
and  public  road  several  mounds  have  been  obliterated. 

Of  the  mounds  remaining,  the  two  farthest  to  the  north  are 
partly  obliterated  lying  on  the  rear  of  village  lots  that  abut 
against  the  railway  right  of  way.  These  are  about  50  feet  in 
diameter  and  50  feet  apart.  In  line  with  these  and  near  the 
track  is  a  larger  mound  70  feet  in  diameter,  SVL'  feet  in  eleva- 
tion. Opposite  this,  on  the  west  line  of  the  railroad  strip,  is 
a  mound  about  50  feet  in  diameter  and  3  feet  high,  and  100 
feet  to  the  north  another  small  mound. 
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About  150  feet  to  the  south,  on  the  other  side  of  the  track 
is  another  mound  70  feet  in  diameter  and  3V2  feet  high. 
About  as  far  east  of  the  last  are  tAvo  conjoined  or  twin  mounds 
about  70  feet  across  and  4  feet  high,  their  linear  dimension 
being  130  feet.  At  a  distance  of  350  feet  south  of  these,  on 
the  edge  of  a  small  pasture  is  another  large  burial  mound  70 
feet  in  diameter,  and  100  feet  to  the  west  a  mound  50  feet  in 
diameter. 


Fig.  S 

One  hundred  and  fifty  feet  to  the  south  of  the  last  is  a 
mound  60  feet  in  diameter,  and  on  the  south  line  of  the  sec- 
tion. From  this  an  embankment  shaped  earthwork  120  feet 
in  length  runs  southwest  to  an  oval  mound. 

The  tield  south  of  the  Section  line  is  known  as  Miner's  pas- 
ture and  the  mounds  in  it  have  been  but  little  disturbed.  In 
line  with  the  last  two  and  30  feet  distant  is  a  mound  37  feet  in 
diameter,  and  180  feet  beyond  the  crescent  shaped  remnant 
of  a  large  conical  mound.  About  60  feet  southwest  is  a 
mound  36  feet  in  diameter  and  at  the  same  distance  west  a 
smaller  mound  25  feet  in  diameter.  Ninety  feet  to  the  west 
of  this  last  is  a  mound  45  feet  in  diameter  and  3  feet  high. 
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Thirty  feet  north  of  the  central  mound  begins  another  row 
of  mounds  being-  separated  from  each  other  by  distances  of 
about  36  feet.  The  first  is  48  feet  in  diameteer,  the  second  40 
and  the  other  two  about  30  feet.  Near  these  is  a  linear  mound 
75  feet  in  length.  About  midway  within  the  enclosed  space  is 
the  largest  mound  of  the  group,  about  60  feet  in  diameter  and 
4  feet  high. 

These  mounds  are  about  8  rods  from  the  roadway  and  on 
a  lot  taken  from  the  field,  close  to  the  corner  of  the  road,  is  a 
mound  from  which  a  skull  and  other  human  bones  were  re- 
moved. Iron  implements  are  reported  to  have  accompanied 
this  burial.  A  large  quantity  of  human  bones  were  also  dis- 
turbed in  the  removal  of  a  mound  from  an  adjacent  lot. 

The  end  of  a  ravine  appears  at  the  edge  of  this  group.  It 
crosses  the  road  about  40  rods  southeast  of  its  margin  on  its 
way  to  the  river.  On  the  edge  of  the  field  and  partly  in  the 
road  are  two  mounds  which  have  been  partly  destroyed  to 
form  the  fill  in  the  road.  On  the  opposite  side  are  three  well 
defined  mounds  close  to  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  Other  mounds 
are  obliterated  in  the  cultivated  field  beyond. 

The  thirty  mounds  now  remaining  in  this  group  are  perhaps 
but  a  small  remnant  of  the  original  number  which  covered 
the  surface  of  the  ground  between  the  bluff  and  river. 

Across  the  river  from  Big  Bluff  is  a  terrace  area  cut  by  bay- 
ous that  descend  from  the  flood  plane  of  the  river  above  the 
dam  to  the  deeper  channel  of  the  stream  below.  This  area 
of  broken  ground  was  used  as  a  burial  place  by  the  Indians 
of  recent  times  when  their  shallow  graves  protected  by  tent 
like  coverings  of  poles  were  familiar  objects  to  the  early 
settlers  of  this  region.  Modern  interments  are  made  in  the 
village  cemetery. 

The  first  group  of  mounds  located  in  this  vicinity  was 
found  on  Section  6  of  Xecedah  Township.  A  diagonal  road 
turns  from  the  road  through  the  center  of  the  section  with  a 
farmyard  and  buildings  in  the  forks.  In  this  area  are  the 
remnants  of  several  mounds.  The  first  lies  in  the  angling 
road  about  20  rods  west  of  the  quarter  line.  A  chain  of  six 
conical  mounds  from  12  to  80  feet  apart  fill  the  breadth  of  an 
uncleared  field  about  20  rods  in  width,  just  north  of  the  south 
line  of  the  forty.     The  two  central  mounds  are  the  largest 
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being  over  40  feet  in  diameter  and  about  31/2  feet  high.  The 
others  are  from  25  to  40  feet  in  diameter  and  about  2  feet  high. 
Extending  along  in  the  same  line  for  40  rods  across  the  adja- 
cent field  is  a  succession  of  undulations,  the  remains  of  form- 
er mounds,  that  continue  the  range  of  this  group  to  the  ter- 
race edge  next  to  the  river  bottom.     (See  Fig.  9) 


Co / /-/  v^f-edL 


Obscore      r^oun^s 
•  •  •   •     •     • 


•Johns  on     fsirm 


Fig.  9 


Near  the  center  of  the  forty  lying  to  the  south  of  the  above, 
in  a  pasture,  is  a  line  of  three  linear  mounds.  The  first  is  60, 
the  second  120  and  the  third  240  feet  in  length.  These  earth- 
works are  20  feet  in  width  and  2iA  feet  high. 

About  a  mile  northeast  of  Necedah  in  the  center  of  Section 
18,  between  the  river  bottom  and  a  bayou  on  the  terrace  edge, 
is  a  linear  mound  225  feet  in  length  which  lies  near  the  edge 
of  a  marsh.  In  the  marsh  and  extending  to  one  end  of  this 
mound,  the  two  meeting  at  an  angle,  is  a  section  of  a  beaver 
dam  which  is  180  feet  long  and  6  feet  wide.  This  combina- 
tion of  human  and  animal  construction  is  unusual  and  inter- 
esting. 


Armenia  Township 

This  township  lies  north  of  Necedah,  between  the  Yellow 
and  Wisconsin  Rivers.  Cranberry  Creek  drains  the  western 
border  of  the  toAvnship  flowing  into  the  Yellow  River  six 
miles  north  of  Necedah.     The  west  half  is  marsh  and  terrace 
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Cranberry  Creek  Group 

Center  of  Section  31,  T.  20,  R.  4,  Armenia  Township 

Plate  3 
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plain,  favorite  ground  for  wild  game  and  frequent  mound 
groups  on  the  terrace  margins  give  evidence  of  prehistoric  In- 
dian occupancy. 

The  first  mound  located  by  the  MTiter  in  this  township  was 
on  the  edge  of  a  small  ravine  on  the  terrace  fronting  on  the 
flood  plain  of  the  creek  on  Sections  1  and  6,  close  to  the  town- 
ship corner.  This  linear  lies  partly  in  the  road,  extending  in- 
to the  field  for  about  150  feet.  Its  width  is  18  feet  and  its 
height  2  feet.  Its  position  on  the  slope  of  a  ravine  is  unusual 
in  the  area. 

Near  the  township  corner  a  drainage  canal  carrying  the 
flow  from  the  creek  basin  crosses  diagonally  running  east  of 
north  and  parallel  to  the  terrace  margin.  The  main  group  of 
mounds  on  Section  31  adjoining  Section  6  on  the  north,  lies 
about  20  rods  east  of  this  drain.  (See  Plate  3).  About  40  rods 
east  of  the  corner  lies  the  first  mound,  a  linear  125  feet  long, 
18  feet  wide  and  3  feet  high.  Forty  rods  north  a  line  of  ef- 
figy mounds  begins.  Beginnmg  with  a  short  oval  mound  the 
series  continues  in  a  north  by  east  direction  for  1,500  feet. 
The  effigies  are  all  of  the  same  general  form,  elongate  with 
short  limb  projections.  They  are  from  16  to  20  feet  wide  and 
3  feet  high  and  follow  one  another  in  a  line  less  than  a  rod 
apart.  Four  lines  of  conical  mounds  occupy  the  area  oast  of  the 
effigies,  one  series  flanked  by  a  linear  extending  to  the  head 
of  the  effigy  line.  A  short  distance  east  of  the  last  are  two 
effigies  of  a  different  form.  The  heads  have  short  projec- 
tions, the  feet  (30  feet  in  length)  are  expanded  at  the  extrem- 
ities. These  features  and  the  form  of  the  heavy  body  suggest 
that  they  may  have  been  intended  to  represent  the  buffalo. 
The  two  specimens  are  125  and  188  feet  in  length,  their  bodies 
about  25  feet  wide  and  their  height  is  4i/^  feet.  This  group  of 
about  fifty  mounds  lies  on  the  level  terrace  not  over  3  or  4 
feet  above  the  marsh  below,  on  ground  that  Avas  no  doubt 
often  overflowed  by  the  spring  freshets. 

About  a  quarter  mile  back,  in  the  N.  E.  I/4  of  Section  31,  is 
a  mound  group  located  on  higher  ground.  There  are  eleven 
conical  mounds  in  this  group  arranged  in  two  nearly  parallel 
lines  extending  from  southwest  to  northeast.  There  are  five 
mounds  in  the  west  line  and  six  in  the  east.  They  are  larger 
than  those  in  the  foregoing  group  but  have  been  worked  down 
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by  cultivation  and  are  now  only  low  swells  on  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  Several  are  now  from  80  to  100  feet  in  diameter. 
The  mounds  described  are  all  located  on  one  quarter  sec- 
tion and  as  the  political  division  in  which  it  lies  covers  almost 
two  towns  we  may  form  an  idea  of  what  a  complete  study  of  its 
surface  might  disclose.  The  area  lies  east  of  Sprague  Station 
on  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  It  is  probable  that  this  station 
is  in  the  midst  of  a  field  rich  in  Indian  antiquities.  Other 
groups  of  mounds  reported  to  the  writer,  but  which  could  not 
be  visited,  are  located  in  Section  17,  T.  19,  R.  3 ;  others  on  both 
sides  of  Cranberry  Creek,  in  Sections  1  and  12,  T.  19,  R.  2,  and 
on  Sections  6  and  7,  T.  19,  R.  3. 

Orange  Township 

A  group  of  three  conical  mounds  was  located  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Section  13  in  Orange  Township.  One  of  these  is  locat- 
ed on  the  south  side  of  and  near  the  east  and  west  line  of  the 
section.     It  is  48  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high. 

Ten  rods  northwest  of  this  mound  and  on  the  north  side  of 
the  line  is  a  mound  36  feet  in  diameter  and  2i/2  feet  high  and 
30  feet  northeast  of  this  another  of  about  the  same  dimensions. 

These  mounds  are  about  one-fourth  mile  west  of  the  river 
terrace.  At  a  distance  of  60  rods  northeast  of  their  location, 
on  the  extremity  of  a  point  where  a  swale  enters  the  flood 
channel  of  the  river,  is  an  elevated  area  about  10  rods  wide 
which  is  a^  known  Indian  camp  site.  The  grass  covered  sur- 
face is  roughened  by  numerous  ridges  and  segments  of  cir- 
cles. The  framework  of  wigwams  were  still  in  evidence  here 
a  few  years  ago.  The  soil,  if  disturbed,  would  doubtless  yield 
its  quota  of  stone  and  other  implements  and  weapons. 

Northwest  of  Lisbon  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Orange 
Township  there  is  a  large  group  of  mounds  which  was  report- 
ed to  the  writer  too  late  for  examination. 

Fountain  Township 

A  notable  group  of  mounds  was  reported  from  the  Bires 
farm  on  Section  5,  Fountain  Township,  by  Dr.  Increase  A. 
Lapham,  in  1855,  and  others  on  the  adjacent  Aids  farm  in 
Section  9,  on  the  Little  Lemonweir.     These  farms  are  among 
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the  oldest  settled  in  the  county  and  are  today  under  the  high- 
est state  of  cultivation.  Over  sixty  years  of  cultivation  of  the 
soil  has  reduced  earthworks  originally  6  feet  high  to  almost 
indistinguishable  undulations.  Mr.  Bires  indicated  to  the 
writer  the  area  formerly  dotted  with  these  embankments  and 
noting  the  low  swells  on  the  present  surface  and  more  espe- 
cially the  difference  in  soil  and  vegetation  it  was  possible  to 
outline  a  succession  of  mound  remnants  on  the  terrace  margin 
facing  the  marsh  flood  plain  of  the  stream  for  a  mile  on  Sec- 
tions 5,  8  and  9.     (See  Fig.  10) 


Fig.  10 


About  midway  across  the  terrace  margin  is  an  old  trail 
worn  deeply  in  the  edge  of  the  ridge  and  traceable  in  the  bor- 
dering marsh  crossing  the  river  at  the  rapids  just  south  of 
Section  5  and  bearing  northeast  to  the  Lemonweir.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  lesser  stream  is  the  site  of  an  old  Indian  vil- 
lage and  the  trail  connected  this  settlement  with  those  to  the 
north.  The  valley,  here  about  a  mile  wide,  shut  in  by  steep 
sandstone  buttes,  but  opening  broadly  to  the  east  upon  the 
terrace  plain,  was  a  favorite  settlement  point  for  the  aborig- 
ines. 

Prom  Camp  Douglas  to  the  Lemonweir  on  the  north  line  of 
the  township  the  low    terrace    level  is    unbroken    except  by 
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marsh  bottom.  A  sandy  ridge  partly  wind  drift,  partly  resid- 
ual material  lies  midway  between  broad  low  marsh  belts  and 
this,  like  most  others  noted  elsewhere  in  the  area,  bears  its 
content  of  residual  flints.  A  handful  of  sharply  angular 
broken  flints  picked  out  on  a  roadway  section  crossing  this 
ridge  indicated  that  the  point  was  a  quarry  site  for  the  native 
toolmakers. 

An  old  Indian  camping  ground  on  the  N.  E.  14  of  Section  5 
was  still  occupied  by  the  Indians  as  late  as  the  60 's  and  the 
old  trail  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  crosses  into  32,  of 
Orange  Township,  near  the  center  of  the  section.  The  deeply 
worn  path  may  still  be  traced  on  one  side  of  the  ridge  to  the 
camp  site  on  Section  5  on  the  other  to  the  side  of  the  "Indian 
Garden"  on  the  S.  E.  1/4  of  the  S.  W.  1/4  of  Section  32.  This 
cleared  space  made  a  nucleus  for  the  first  clearing  in  the  vi- 
cinity and  the  old  tote  road  to  the  pine  woods  on  the  upper 
Lemonweir  followed  this  bank  of  the  stream.  A  half  century 
of  culture  has  removed  all  trace  of  gaTden  and  village  site. 
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Fig.  11 


The  terrace  bank  of  the  flood  plain  here,  as  lower  down,  is 
fringed  with  timber  which  conceals  and  preserves  the  Indian 
monuments.  These  terraces  standing  comparatively  high  and 
dry  between  the  overflow  bottom  and  the  marsh  flats  behind 
have  always  been  desirable  abodes. 

The  modern  Indican  burial  place  is  a  shallow  grave  protect- 
ed by  a  tent-like  structure  of  slabs  or  poles,  a  frail  structure 
hardly  enduring  for  more  than  a  decade.  The  presence  of 
several  of  these  graves  on  the  bank  of  the  Lemonweir  near 
the  old  camp  ground  was  reported  but  all  external  sign  of 
these  had  vanished. 

In  the  center  of  Section  8  a  group  of  ten  mounds  arranged 
in  a  line  was  located  on  a  terrace  facing  a  broad  expansion  of 
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the  Lemonweir  River  bottom  known  as  Goose  Lake.  (See 
Pig.  11).  Four  of  these  mounds  are  conical  and  the  remainder 
oval  in  form.  Their  dimensions  are  given  in  Figure  11. 
They  are  about  4  feet  high.  Several  of  these  mounds  have 
been  excavated  by  Mr.  Geo.  L.  Boundey  a  former  resident  of 
Camp  Douglas. 

Wonewoc  and  Summit  Townships 

The  Indian  remains  in  these  to^vnships  were  described  by 
H.  E.  Cole  and  A.  S.  Flint  in  the  August,  1913,  issue  of  The  Wis- 
consin Archeologist.*  In  Wonewoc  an  Indian  camp  site  was 
formerly  located  on  Center  Street,  where  the  Catholic  church 
now  stands,  and  on  the  vacant  lots  in  its  rear.  A  similar  site 
was  found  on  the  John  Henry  farm  in  the  N.  W.  l^  of  Sec- 
tion 26.  This  was  in  a  cultivated  field  lying  between  the 
Wonewoc  road  and  creek  tributary  to  the  Baraboo  River. 
Flint  and  other  stone  implements  were  collected  from  both 
sites. 

A  third  camp  site  was  located  on  the  Theodore  Fisk  farm  on 
the  road  to  Wonewoc,  in  the  S.  E.  i/4  of  Section  22.  The  Win- 
nebago are  said  to  have  camped  on  this  site  up  to  eighteen 
years  ago.  Numerous  stone  implements  have  also  been  gath- 
ered from  this  site. 

An  effigy  mound  of  the  panther  type  was  located  on  a  tract 
of  land  owned  by  J.  N.  Grant  and  P.  Lescoe  in  Section  8  in 
Wonewoc  Township.  This  measured  50  feet  in  length.  A 
camp  site  was  located  about  one  fourth  mile  south  of  the 
mound.  Across  the  Baraboo  River  and  east  of  the  site  was  an 
Indian  trail  which  led  around  the  base  of  Kimball  Bluff. 

A  group  of  two  or  three  oblong  (?)  mounds  were  reported 
to  have  been  formerly  located  at  Elroy  on  a  stream  tributary 
to  the  Baraboo.     These  were  destroyed  by  cultivation. 

Concluding  Remarks 

In  the  preceding  pages  Mr.  Buell  has  furnished  descrip- 
tions and  illustrations  of  the  Indian  earthworks  and  other  evi- 
dences of  aboriginal  occupation  located  by  him  in  his  archaeo- 
logical reconnaissance  in  Juneau  County.     His  work  in  this 


*  Archeological  Researches  in  the  Upper  Baraboo  Valley. 
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field  is  deserving  of  the  gratitude  of  students  of  Wisconsin 
archaeological  history.  In  his  introductory  chapter  he  has 
explained  the  difficulties  attending  the  researches  of  an  in- 
vestigator in  a  region  to  whose  topography  he  is  more  or  less 
of  a  stranger,  where  almost  no  field  work  has  been  previ- 
ously undertaken  and  where  but  a  comparatively  small  num- 
ber of  residents  are  as  yet  either  interested  in  or  have  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  antiquities  in  their  home  neighborhoods.  In  the 
absence  of  reliable  information  or  of  clues  the  investigation, 
especially  of  so  large  a  county  as  this  one,  is  an  undertaking 
requiring  a  large  amount  of  work. 

The  localities  visited  by  him  where  mound  groups  or  iso- 
lated earthworks  were  encountered  and  platted  are  twenty- 
nine  in  number.  The  total  number  of  earthworks  of  all 
classes  in  these  groups  is  268.  To  these  there  may  be  added 
the  eleven  mounds  previously  located  in  other  localities  by  the 
Messrs.  A.  R.  Clifton,  H.  E.  Cole  and  A.  S.  Flint,  making  the 
number  of  such  monuments  at  present  known  from  Juneau 
County  279.  As  Mr.  Buell  has  himself  pointed  out  further  re- 
searches in  this  county,  especially  along  the  bank  of  the  Wis- 
consin River  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lemonweir  River  north- 
ward to  the  north  boundary  of  the  county ;  along  the  Yellow 
River  and  other  streams  in  the.  northern  townships  and  along 
the  several  more  important  creeks  in  the  southern  townships 
may  double  or  more  than  double  this  number  of  earthworks. 

Of  the  mounds  located  7  are  in  Kildare,  7  in  Lemonweir,  17 
in  Lisbon,  95  in  Clearfield,  58  in  Necedah,  50  in  Armenia,  3  in 
Orange,  40  in  Fountain  and  4  in  Wonewoc  and  Summit  Town- 
ships. The  two  mound  groups  having  the  largest  number  of 
mounds  are  the  remarkable  line  of  47  conical  mounds  located 
in  Sections  23,  24  and  25,  near  the  Yellow  River,  in  Clearfield 
Township  (Fig.  5)  and  the  49  included  in  the  mixed  Cranberry 
Creek  group,  in  the  center  of  Section  31,  in  Armenia  Township 
(Plate  3). 

A  count  of  the  conical  mounds  in  all  of  the  groups  shows 
their  number  to  be  225.  They  are  by  far  the  most  numerous 
class  of  Indian  earthworks  and  are  represented  by  one  or 
many  examples  in  nearly  every  mound  group.  The  largest 
number  in  any  one  group  are  in  the  Cl'anberry  Creek  group 
just  mentioned.     The  average  diameter  of  these  mounds  ap- 
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pears,  to  be  about  30  feet,  the  largest  located  are  now  about 
100  feet  in  diameter  their  size  having  been  somewhat  increased 
l)y  being  under  cultivation.  They  vary  in  height  from  less 
than  2  to  4  feet.  Some  of  those  which  have  been  excavated 
liave  been  found  to  contain  burials  sometimes  accompanied  by 
stone  and  other  implements. 

Of  oval  mounds  located  the  number  is  21,  the  largest  hav- 
ing a  major  diameter  of  72  feet.  The  four  mounds  in  the 
group  located  on  the  bank  of  the  Lemonweir  River  near  the 
center  of  the  W.  1/2  of  the  N.  W.  1/4  of  Section  19,  Clearfield 
Township,  are  all  of  this  form.  The  oval  mounds  form  a  con- 
necting link  between  the  conical  and  linear  mounds.  Some 
of  these  located  by  Mr.  Buell  might  be  placed  with  the  coni- 
cal or  the  linear  mounds. 

Of  linear  or  wall  shaped  mounds  there  are  21,  the  largest 
being  450  and  the  smallest  40  feet  in  length.  All  but  two 
are  of  the  type  known  as  straight  linears.  These  two,  a 
linear  with  a  round  mound  at  one  extremity,  and  a  dumbbell 
shaped  linear  are  l)oth  in  the  New  Lisbon  group  surveyed  by 
Mr.  Clifton.  Two  groups,  one  of  them  in  the  S.  W.  14  of  Sec- 
tion 6,  Necedah  Township,  and  the  other  on  Cranberry  Creek, 
in  the  corner  of  Armenia  and  Necedah  Townships,  consist  en- 
tirely of  linear  mounds. 

Twenty-three  effigy  mounds  Avere  located,  the  largest  num- 
ber of  which  (11)  are  in  the  group  in  Armenia  Township  illus- 
trated in  Plate  3.  Of  the  effigies  7  are  mounds  of  the  well 
known  and  widely  distributed  panther  type,  2  are  bird  effi- 
gies, 2  probably  represent  the  bear,  9  Mr.  Buell  identifies  as 
probably  intended  to  represent  the  "mink"  and  one  is  a 
quadruped  of  uncertain  identification.  The  largest  of  the 
panther  type  effigies  is  450  feet  in  length. 

The  two  enclosures  located  are  of  different  forms,  one  be- 
ing U-shaped  and  the  other  elliptical  with  round  projections 
at  the  opening  or  entrance  on  one  side.  One  is  shown  in  Fig- 
ure 2  and  the  other  in  Figure  4. 

As  there  are  but  few  collections  in  this  county  worthy  of  the 
name  and  as  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  investigate  the 
Imown  village  and  camp  sites  but  little  can  now  be  said  con- 
cerning the  implements,  utensils  and  ornaments  in  use  by  the 
former  Indian  inhabitants  of  Juneau  County. 
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It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  work  so  well  begun  by  Mr. 
Buell  should  be  further  continued  bj^  the  Wisconsin  Archeo- 
logical  Society.  In  the  course  of  this  further  exploration  of 
the  county  the  excavation  of  especially  a  considerable  number 
of  the  conical  mounds  should  be  undertaken. 

The  cities  of  Mauston,  Ncav  Lisbon  and  Necedah  owe  it  to 
their  people  and  to  the  state  to  permanently  preserve  and 
mark  with  tablets  some  of  the  prehistoric  mounds  within  or 
near  their  boundaries. 

Charles  E.  Brown. 
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Archeological   Notes 
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There  have  recently  been  elected  to  membership  in  the  Wisconsin 
Archeolog-ical  Society  Hon.  M.  B.  Rosenberry,  Madison;  Mr.  Charles 
Nevitt,  Oshkosh;  Mr.  Walter  W.  Wyman,  New  York;  Mr.  W.  A.  Adams, 
Chicago;  Dr.  F.  S.  Forbes,  Horicon;  Mr.  W.  B.  Brickner.  Milwaukee, 
and  Mr.  Edgar  Roemheld,   Milwaukee. 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Barrett,  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological 
Society,  has  returned  from  New  York  State  and  Canada  where  he  has 
been  conducting  investigations  among  the  Iroquois  Indians  and  gather- 
ing ethnological  material  with  a  view  to  producing  in  the  Milwaukee 
Public  Museum  a  group  illustrating  the  material  culture  of  this  nation. 

On  September  2,  Labor  Day,  a  pilgrimage  of  members  of  the  State 
Historical  Society,  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  and  Sauk  County 
Historical  Society  was  made  to  the  site  of  old  Fort  Winnebago,  at  Port- 
age. The  principal  address  on  this  occasion  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Dr.  William  Dawson  of  Portage.  At  noon  a  picnic  lunch  was  served 
on  the  grounds  of  the  old  John  H.  Kinzie  Indian  Agency  house,  across 
the  Fox  River  from  the  Fort  site.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  of- 
ficers and  members  of  all  of  the  participating  societies  and  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American   Revolution  being  present. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  held  in  the  Pub- 
lic Museum  at  Milwaukee,  on  November  18,  Mr.  Publius  V.  Lawson 
of  Menasha,  delivered  an  address  on  "The  Tomahawk  Trail,"  in  which 
he  described  some  of  the  many  interesting  incidents  of  Wisconsin  In- 
dian  history  which  took  place  along  the  old  trail  leading  down  the 
Fox-Wisconsin  Valley  from  Green  Bay  to  Prairie  du  Chien. 

An  extensive  exhibit  of  flint  and  agate  implements  obtained  by  him 
in  Oregon  was  made  by  Director  William  H.  Vogel,  other  exhibits  be- 
ing also  made  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Richter,  Meyer  D.  Cohen  and  Paul  Joers. 

The  following  interesting  communication  received  from  Mr. 
Henry  E.  Knapp  of  Menomonee,  Wisconsin,  a  member  of  the  Society, 
is  printed  for  the  information  of  its  members: 

"My  dear  Mr.  Brown — 

In  the  October,  1917,  issue  of  The  Wisconsin  Archeologist  you  state 
that  the  Chippewa  Indian  Chief  Na-nong-ga-bee  was  ambushed  and 
killed  near  Beck-gua-ah-wong,  a  few  miles  south  of  the  Namekagon 
River.  I  have  a  somewhat  different  account  of  this  event.  My  in- 
formation came  from  my  gather,  John  H.  Knapp,  Capt.  Andrew 
Tainter,  and  others  including  Robert  Hickey  of  Vance,  Dunn  Co.,  Wis., 
the  son-in-law  of  Louis  Bouresau,  who  witnessed  the  event. 

"All  of  these  people  were  well  acquainted  with  the  'little  Chief,'  as 
Na-nong-ga-bee  was  called.  He  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  'Upper 
Mill.'  as  Menomonie,  Dunn  Co.,  was  then  called.  He  was  also  much 
at  Prairie  Farm,  Barron  Co.,  where  we  had  our  logging  headquarters. 
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his  main  camp  being  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  a  fine,  good  Indian, 
friendly  to  the  whites,  and  particularly  to  our  people;  and  they  took 
much  interest  in  him.  George  Copway,  the  educated  Chippewa  In- 
dian, in  one  of  his  books  describes  Na-nong-ga-bee  as  the  finest  formed 
Indian  he  had  ever  seen;  his  head  in  particular  was  of  beautiful  shape, 
and  once  seen  was  not  soon  forgotten.  The  country  between  the  St. 
Croix  and  Red  Cedar  rivers  had  long  been  neutral  ground,  and  there 
had  been  no  raiding  parties  in  it  for  many  years.  Mr.  Louis  Bourasau 
lived  for  many  years  near  Vance,  Dunn  Co.,  and  was  a  very  reliable 
citizen — now  passed  on- — and  as  he  witnessed  the  event  his  account 
should  be  the  most  reliable;  it  agrees  except  in  a  minor  point  with  the 
other  accounts,  so  I  will  repeat  the  tale  as  he  told  it  to  his  family, 
and  others. 

"The  Chief  and  his  tribe  were  as  usual  camped  near  our  logging" 
camp  near  Prairie  Farm,  Barron  Co.,  in  the  fall  of  1857  or  59.  Eight 
Chippewas,  including  Na-nong-ga-bee,  went  to  the  South  Fork  of  Hay 
River  on  a  hunting  and  trapping  trip.  During  their  stay  there  the 
Sioux  came  from  Minnesota  and  saw  them  then  but  did  not  attack 
them  not  knowing  how  many  there  were  nor  how  near  the  main  Chip- 
pewa camp  was.  The  Chippewas,  after  finishing  their  work,  came  to 
the  trading  post  of  Levi  Vance  at  what  is  now  Vance,  and  traded  their 
furs  for  provisions.  They  stayed  there  overnight  and  continued  their 
journey  homeward  the  next  morning.  The  Sioux  had  followed  them, 
and  during  the  night  had  crossed  Hay  river  and  finding  that  the  main 
Chippewa  camp  was  not  there,  hid  themselves  to  wait  for  the  Chippe- 
was. That  morning  Mr.  Louis  Bourasau  was  building  a  fence  on  the 
S.  E.  Quarter  of  Sec.  5,  Township  31,  Range  13  West,  when  the  eight 
Chippewas  came  along  with  their  packs.  As  they  were  crossing  the 
fence  the  Sioux,  about  ninety  in  number,  sprang  up  and  began  firing 
on  them.  The  Chippewas  dropped  their  packs  and  started  toward  the 
Sioux  although  greatly  outnumbered.  Four  of  the  Chippewas,  includ- 
ing Na-nong-ga-bee,  were  killed,  the  other  four  escaping.  One  ac- 
count states  that  Na-nong-ga-bee  snatched  a  tomahawk  from  a  Sioux 
and  killed  a  number  of  them  before  he  was  dispatched.  Mr.  Bourasau 
does  not  mention  that  point  but  says  the  Sioux  then  mutilated  the  dead 
bodies  and  taking  thf  ir  one  dead  body  to  where  Wheeler  now  is,  buried' 
it.  That  afternoon  Mr.  Bourasau  picked  up  the  mutilated  l^odies  of  the 
4  Chippewas  and  buried  them  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  what  is 
new  part  of  William  Bourasau's  farm,  on  Sec.  5,  T.  31,  R.  13  W.  The 
next  morning  the  Chippewas,  now  on  the  war  path,  followed  the  Sioux 
as  far  as  the  St.  Croix,  and   then   returned  home. 

"A  year  or  so  later  Capt.  Tainter,  while  driving  logs  down  Hay 
river  and  while  passing  the  place  where  the  ambush  took  place,  saw 
some  of  the  bones  and  among  them  recognized  the  skull  of  Na-nong- 
ga-bee.  In  the  hurry  of  log  driving  he  did  not  sftop  to  do  anything 
with  it,  but  many  times  afterward  wished  he  had  buried  it  again,  it 
had  probably  been  uncovered  by  the  washing  of  the  river  bank. 

"Should  you  come  to  Menomonie  next  summer  when  I  am  at  home, 
I  will  be  pleased  to  take  you  to  the  spot. 

"Cordially, 

"Henry  E.   Knapp." 

The  Milwaukee  County  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,,  through 
its  Board  of  Directors,  has  invited  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society 
lo  officially  dedicate  the  large  turtle  efl^gy  mound  located  at  its  sum- 
mer camp,  Indian  Mound  Reservation,  situated  on  the  south  shore  of 
Silver  Lake,  in  Waukesha  County.  The  Milwaukee  Soouts  have, 
through  their  recent  purchase  of  the  forty-five  acre  tract  of  land  up- 
on which  it  is  located,  become  the  owners  of  this  great  turtle  effigy, 
unquestionably  the   finest  ancient   Indian   earthwork    of   its   class   re- 
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maining'  in  the  vicinity  of  Oconomowoc.  It  measures  875  feet  in 
length  and  was  platted  by 'Dr.  Increase  A.  Lapham,  in  1850,  and  Is 
figured  in  The  Antiquities  of  Wisconsin.  Arrangements  for  the  formal 
dedication  of  this  mound  during'  the  coming'  year  are  being  made  by 
the  officers  of  the  Milwaukee  Boy  Scouts  and  the  Society. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Sheboygan  Association  of  Commerce  the 
preservation  of  a  fine  group  of  ancient  Indian  earthworks  located  near 
the  Black  River  several  miles  south  of  the  city,  is  receiving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Society. 

The  Society  is  considering  the  publication  in  a  coming  issue  of  the 
Wisconsin  Archeologlst  of  a  Roll  of  Honor  of  those  of  its  members 
who  have  served  the  Country  in  the  recently  closed  European  War. 
Information  likely  to  prove  of  use  to  the  Society  in  this  connection  is 
requested  by  Secreta.ry  Charles  E.  Brown. 
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WISCONSIN  AROHEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
PUBLICATIONS 

As  a  result  of  fifteen  years  of  exploration  and  i;esearcli  conducted 
in  Wisconsin  tlie  state  society  Is  in  a  jwsition  to  offer  to  students  of 
American  archeology  and  Indian  history  a  series  of  valuable  and 
well-illustrated  huUetuis  on  the  following  subjects.  Because  of  tlie 
small  niunber  of  copies  printed,  tlie  number  of  any  issue  remaining 
on  luind  is  small  and  liable  to  be  exhausted  at  any  time. 


REPORTS   OF  REGIONAL.  INVESTIGATIONS 


Racine  County 

Winnebago  County 

Fond  du  Ijac  County 

Eastern  Saiik  County 

Wood  and  Portage  Counties 

Lake  Koshkonong  Region  (Rock, 

Jefferson  and  Dane  Counties) 
Turtle  Creek  Region,  Rock  Co, 
La  Courte  Orielles  Region,   Saw- 
yer Coimty 
Upper    Baraboo   Valley,    (Juneau 

and  Monroe  Counties) 
Washington  Island,  Door  Co, 
Ijake  Mendota,  Dane  Comity 
Ijake  Waubesa,  Dane  County 
I^ike  Wingra,  Dane  County 
Marinette  County 


Pewaukee  Township,  Waukeslia 
Coimty 

Northeastern  Wisconsin  (Oconto 
and  Marinette  Counties) 

Northeni  Wisconsin  (Marathon, 
Lincoln  and  Oneida  Comities) 

Northwestern  Wisconsin  (St. 
Croix,  Polk,  Burnett,  Douglas, 
Sawyer,  Eau  Claire,  Chippewa, 
Rusk  and  BaiTon  C/Ounties) 

Western  Wisconsin  (Trempeal- 
eau, Jackson,  Buffalo,  Pepin, 
Dunn  a»ul  Pierce  Counties) 

Isle  Royalo 

Door,  ftlanltowoc,  Jiineau  and 
Grant  Counties 


Price,  Fifty  Cents 


WISCONSIN  IMPLEMENTS  AND  ORNAMENTS 


Peace  Medals 

Silver  Trade  Crosses 

(Copper  bnplements 

Copper  Ornaments 

Ceremonial  Knives 

Caches  of   Stone   and  Metal   Im- 

plemtmts 
Flint  Perforators 
Twide  Inii>leinents 


Rone,  Shell.  Lead  and  Hematlto 
Implements 

Marine  Shell  Implements 

Banner  stones 

Cones,  Pliumnets  and  Boat- 
stones 

Net-Weights 

Bird-stones 

Grooved  Axes 


Price,  Fifty  Cents 


The  Indian   Authorship   of  Wisconshi   Antiquities 
A  Record  of  Wisconsin  Antiquities 
The  Aboriginal  Pipes  of  AVisconsiu 

Price,  One  Dollar 


Orders  for  any  of  the  above  bulletins  sli-nnld  I»e  a<7dresscd  to 
Charles  E.  Brown,  Secrctai-y,  Madison.  Wisconsin 


